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SIEMON FIRED FROM FUEL BOARD
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AND PARDY APPOINTED TO OFFICE

Had Disagreement With
Judge Wheeler Over
Local Coal Line.

THOMAS J. PARDY
MADE SUCCESSOR

Sheehan Tells of Talk
Overheard Regarding
the Resignation.

Carl F. Siemon was loday
ousted as Bridgeport fuel ad-
ministrator by Slate Adminis-
trator Thomas \W. Russell al
the request of (he State Council
of Defense, following closely
on the heels of the recent Sie-
mon-Wheeler controversy that
slarled over the former’s re-
fusal to change the coal distri-
bulion methads as suggested by
the Jatter. Letter revoking
Siemon's appointment fails to
give a reason for the action.

The entire affalr wis hatched on
the night of the Manufacturers’ ban-
quet, February 26, in The Siratheld.
at which Russell was A guest nt Sle-

mon's tuble. It is learned wn well
founded authority thiat his resignation’!
wis discysned by several Bridgeport
men with Tussell nfter the banqguet.

The day following Russell visited Sle-
mon at the fuel office and pralsed his
work highly. He then requested Sle-
mon to resign, but the latter refused
1o he ousted wilout a reason.
This conversation wns heard by the
stnry, Willlam 1. Shechan, who
interviow with The Times today

ing story of the “in-
side ry.”  Bheehnan  said: “It
tock Russell two weeks to get enough
nerve to write the Jetter. 1 wns pres-
ent.” he continued, "when Mr. Russel]
nsked Mr. Siemon’s resignation. His
only reasxon was the Judge Wheeler
nifair.
“He said the Counell of Defense "
Sheehan went on, “had put it up to

him that either Judge Wheeler woula
resign If Mr. Blemon would not, Rus-
sell then went on to Eay that Governor
Halcomb thought it best that Siemon

being & layman should resign  in
preference Lo & supreme court Jus-
lice.

“When Russell was asked,” sald

Sheehan, “"What the Btate Council of

Lefense had to do with the fuel ad-
miinistration, Hussell sald that it had
Leen co-operating with him and as
he had recelved his appointment

through the State Councll he decided

te stand by it. Siemon then asked
Hussell why he did not make an In-
vestigntion of the Wheeler charges=

#2ry Hussell said he was pressed for

time and could not wvisit thu different
cifices,
“Then  Russell said,” Sheehan'y

patemoent goes, “"Slemon’s administra-
tlon could not be better and he was
perfectly satiafied with it in every
way and wus sorry ke was forced to
snk  him to resig Then Siemon,
like the man that he is," said Shee-
Lan, “told Russell that if he had no
other reazon than that he would not
resign and If Hussell wanted him
ousted he'd huave to fire him out.
“Fussell was asked for a letter the

same doy, but as I gald before” says
Sheehan, "It has taken him two
weeks o get his nerve together."
Conely Sheehan sald, "It was a

very pecullar thing that Russell was
in Bridgeport the day after the ban-
quet, becnuse the night before he told
Slemon and myself he was in a hurry
to 2ot back to Hartford and would
tike a traln leaving some time after
11 o'clock. He had no idea of stay-
ing in this city over night.”

Whon informed of the state nd-
ministrator's action, Allen E. Vincent.
viceschairman of the Coal Dealers
committes, sald, ""As & conl dealer 1
am very, very sorry to hear that Mr
Biemon's appointment has been re-
voked. Mr. Slemon has done ex-
ceptionally well. His methods have
been excellent and he deserves much
prilse and commendation. Thera
seems to e a blunder somewhers,"

Russell's letter to Sircon reads as
Tollows:

“Dear Sir: 1 have to advian you
that your employment as n member

and chairman of the Bridieport Fuel
Commmitten, dated Oetober 17, 1917, and
eovered by certificate appointment
dated Janunry 1, 1018, is hereby re-
voked.,

"Mr. Thomas J. Pardy of Tridgeport
hrs been a member and
chairman of the Bridgeport Fuel Com-

nppol nted

mittes to act in your place and siend.
I have nlso appointed ndditional
members of the committoee, W. P.

Kirkeand Tt W. Miller, both of Bridge-

port.
“In the absence of Mr. Pardy, Mr
Kirk s designated ns apcting clhair-

man and I wounld ask that you Kindly
turn over to him the files, records and
other property of the Bridgeport of-
e of the Unitad States Fuel Admin-

Was necessary. This, you will nots
from his letter, he has failed to do.

“It was my intention to voluntarily
regign when the fufel situation had
passed Its coritical state, as a number
of my friends know. Mr. Hussell's
letter above referrad to saves me this
effort, owever, and I am glad to re-
tirg, pleased in the thought that I
“did my LIt the best that I knew
how and gave frealy and unstintingly
of my lahor.

“No man can undertake public work
of any magnituds and please and sat-
isfy all and I am no exception.

“l1 am leaving my work with ani-
mosity to no vne and I stand ready
and prepared at all times to agaln un-
dertake any patriotic service that my
country may call me for, no matter
how great the sacpifice.”

Administrator Russell was in
Bridgeport this morning and at a
meeting in the Superior Court
building, thet commitles was reor-
ganized, The committes now has
five members Instead of three. The
¢ld members, 1. A. Beers and John
J. Fisher, who have stuck with Sle-
mion durineg the crisis, are in the
minority.

Justice Wheeler's wish to have the
conl office in the County Court build-
ing will ba carried out for in a state-
ment given out today by Acting Ad-
minlstrator Kirk, the fusl office will
be on the first floor in that build-
1.5,

Kirk's statement also declares that
the new members, ncluding Pardy,
were appointed on the advice of the
rresident of the Manufacturers' asso-
viition, representatives of the Cham-
Ler of Commerce and the Bridgeport
members of the State Council of De-

fenge, Justice Wheeler and W. R.
Webster.

Kirk's first statement concludes:
“Mr. Russell and the new fuel com-

mittee tnlked over pluns for the fu-
ture. Stepy will ba taken at once t)»

asperialn the conl requirements of the

next vear and to provide for these
Mr. Puardy s at present in Florida,
and Mr, Kirk will be the acting
chairman until his return, Before

lenvineg Mr. Pardy prepared a general
plan which the committee will use in
Ite future work."

HUNGRY, THEY
BRAVE BULLETS
T0 REACH FOOD

With the American Army {n France,
Wedneaday, March 6,—(By The Asso.
cinted Press )—The enemy apparently
hes eomothing he is planning agiipst
our troops In the sector norithwest of
Toul His camonflage constructions
at cartain plnoces have euddenly been
doubled in height and much work Is
Eoing on within the s,

Last night an American on patrol
who understunds Cerman heard thls
conversation within a German trench:
“Clome here, Fritz, take this pick
and pry that stone jooss ond then
throw that dirt out. Those S,
over thera.. We work all night to fix
things here and they blow them 0
bell in the daytime.”

The men in the
who mads a

American  patrol
vudd=n dash Tfor the
American trenches from a shell hole
near the German trencehs where they
ha! been hiding, have explained why
they started ont in broad davlight on
their backward sprint, They had lost
thelr way In the dark in No Man's
Land and got into the shell hole after
wandering for soveral hours Finally
the men got hungry and all of them
decided they would rather t(ake a
chance with German bulles than go
a&ny longer without food and water.

The sun came out today, dirying out
the ground and the trenches and the
men's dammp clothing,

DEVENS MEN ARE
NOW ON DUTY AT
FIGHTING FRONT

Camp Devens, March 8—~Now that
Washington dispatches are being sent
out releasing information concerning
the American army in France figures
on troop movements from this camp
are believed to be permissible. Exuct
figures are not at hand, but sstimates
put the contributions of men for
overseas duty from this cantonment
at from 12,000 to 20,000 men. Thesa
men are now, or will be soon, attach-
ed to the corps troops, of which
Washington miakes mention, as the
integral parts of the fleld artillery.

It is estimated, also, that this large
contribution of men, from this camp
I= one of the highest if not the high-
in the country, at least in point
of percentage, The fact that so many
men from the New Enegland division
were called upon for almost immedi-
ute service is considered a high com-
pliment to the iyvpe and efficiency of
the men of the 76th Division and alse
Genernl Hodges and hls officers In
bringlng them to such high stand-
ardsg in such a shorl Uime.

PO

htr::lgr on Saturday, March 9, at 10
& m

Willlam ¥. Bheehan, whose office at
140 Golden HINl street, has been occu-
pled by the fuol committos zince De-
cember, sald the new members would
have full nocess to the place. X

Mr., Siemwon was apparently dis-
Beartened when imerviewed by re-
porters. He refused to rake over the
charges of Justice Wheeler.  Siemon
maid;

“In reference tp a letter which 1 re-
esived from Mr. Thomas W, Russell,
ftate Fuel Administrator., under date
of March 5 1818, I beg to state that
this Is not a surprise but has been
gnticipated for some time and is only
the culmination of a recent contro-
worsy mesultant from local criticism of
the action of the Fuel Administration
of this dty.

about two weeke ago, Mr. Rusee]l
ssked for my nesignation, although at
the same time praising the work of
the locnl commitiee and approving its
sctions. Under such conditions 1 de-
cided ot to resign but to continue
the work along the lines I had been
following and to await Mr. Hussell's
further actions, trusting that if he did
fnsist on my dismissal that he would
be fair-minded and just enough to
miso give his remsons, stating why
sk, meacdngly uDresschmbie action

In round figures there have been
about 55,000 men at the cantonment.
Of this number about 10,000, were vol-
unteers. The rest were draft men.
From the total number of men_ about
25,000 have been transferred from
this cantonment, at least 10,000 hav-
ing been sent South. DMost of these
men have been used to fill gaps In
other divisigns, below war strength.
Many of lhese have probably gone
abroad with these divisions. Some of
those sent South are at schools

Of the remainder of the troops
transferred, the majority have gons
overzeas. The firget contributiona to
the overseas forces consisted of 1,600
men transierred to the 26th Division,
now | the front line trenches. From
that time to the pregent thera have
been from time to time movements of
troops from the cantonment, most of
whom were probably destined for
overseas duty. Some of these men are
engaged in specizl duty in France,
such as military police work, but the
majority are destined It is belleved,
for service in the field army.

How to move 25,000,000 bushels of
potatoes  now in the hands of Wis-
consin and Michiga | growers. will be
taken up at a conference in Chicago
of government oficials '

DAUGHTER

MOTHER AND 19-YR.-OLD

DEAD OF GAS

CONDUCTED IN STILLMAN

COUPLE EXPIRE IN ROOM BACK OF STORE MOTHER HAD

STREET—GAS STOVE JET

HAD BEEN ACCIDENTALLY LEFT OPEN,

daughter Dinah, 19 years, were
fect of gas poisoning al half pas
raced in the ambulance of the

The two women were alseep in the |
room directly back of the litiie g-m-|
cery stors which Mrs, Maltzman con-
ducts at the Stillman street address
This room i3 alo used as a kitchen,
and Mrs, Maltsman has been in the |
habit of arising at 6 o'clock to pre-
pare breakfast for her son Herman |
wim slesps in a room upstairs |

When Herman came downstairs for
his breakfast at €:30 this morning he
found the door leading to the Jdtchen
lockad and could get no answer to his
knocking,. He then broke down the
door and found his mother and sister
unconscious and the gas pouring from
a fiixture !eading to the gas stove.

In vain he tried to arouse his moth-
er and sister. Finally, realizing that
every moment was prechous, he hur-
ried to a telephone and called the

Mrs. Bessie Mallzman, 45, of 281 Stillman street, and her

found dead in bed from lhe ef-
L six this morning. Dr. Gavlas,
Emergency hospilal fo - save

their lives only to find that death had claimed the two women
a few minutes before his arrival.

Emergency hospitnl. He told of the
urgency of the case and Dr. Gavias
made one of the fastast runs in the
ambulance that has ever been mads
through the strexis of this city, but
lost the race with the =zim. reaper by
a few minutes, for the woman had
breathed thelr last shortly before his
arrival,

Upon investigation it appears that
Mrs, Maltzman had arisen at § o'cloek
this morning as was her custom to
make the coffes for her son, but there
was an alr pocket in the pipe leadins
from the meter to the stove. This air
pocket spparently blew the gas out
and Mrs. Matizman, who had sone
back to bed asgmin, and her daughter
who was soun dasleep, fell victims te
the deadly fumes.

RUSSIANS AN

D RUMANIA

CONCLUDE PEAGE TREATY

ceived here loday,
sarabia, including Benderi, on

. London, March 9—UGonclusion of peace belween Russia
and Rumania iz announced in a Russian wireless despalch re-
Rumania promises lo evacualte all of Bes-

the Dniester river 40 miles

soulheast of Kishinev, wilhin two months.

Russia and Rumania have been at
odds for severnl months and & num-
ber of battles have been fought by
the former allies, Eumanian troops
disarmed Russian forces left in Ru-
manin after the coneclusion of peace
with Germany, saying the Ruossians
were plundering Rumanian towns.
Rumanian troops were sent inio Besa-

arabia, a Russian province populated
largely by Rumanians, saying they
had been asked by the Bessarabian
suthorities to intervene and restore
order, The Hussinns made a num-
ber of Ineffectual attempts to subdue
the Rumanians and several weeks ago
izaued an order for thes arrest of
King Ferdinand of Rumania;

GERMANY TRIES
T0 CAMOUFLAGE
ITS AIR LOSSES

Paris, March 9.—Germans are try-
ing to conceal their airplane losses
snd augment those of the Entente Al-
lies, according to French ollicials
Their last communique on the sub-
ject said that “in December the ene-
my manerinl forces have lost 119 alr-
planes and nine captive balloons. We
have lost in =merial combats 32 alr-
planes and two captive baloons.”
¥rench authorities report that In
December the Engiish brought down
65 German machines and the Freach
41, imaking a total of 106 instead of
84 admitted by the Germans. The
¥French elaim of enemy machines does
not include 33 German machines
which were seen to fall but the loss
of which has not been officially eon-
firmed. The combined British and
French aerial losses during Decem-
ber were 43 machines instead of 128
claimed by Germany. Of these British

lost 32 and the French 11,
The German *“camouflage” in the
communique §s found the words "in

aerial combats.'" It is pointed out that
the Germans forzot to include the
number of thelr machines brought
down by anti-aireraft guns of the Al-
lies while they claim as losses all al-
lied machines seen to fall within their
own lines nnd many of which are vir-
tually undamaged.

REFUSES TO TRY
ACTION AGAINST
MAN IN SERVICE

Tartford, March $—'"The court will
not try any case of n soldier In ser-
vice unless he wants it tried,” =mald
Judge Luclen F. Burpee yosterday in
the Superior Court, in refusing to as-
sign for jury tral the suit of Antonia
Paza agninst Dr. Abroham B. Gross,
who is at Camp Devens. Judge A. C.
Bill for the plaintiff had asked for the
assignment of the case as he said the
defendant had notice weeks ago that
the case would be claimed and there
had been ample time for disposition,

CUT OUT MORE |
WHEAT, SAYS U.S.

Hartford, March 9—Revocation hy |
the national food administration of |
the resulation which made exceptions |
to the §9-50 basis in purchase of
whent and substitutes affects Connec-
ticut only in regard to potatoes, This
state was on a 50-50 basls except that
yotnioes were a one-to-four substi
trte. Now potatoes are not a sub.
gtitute. and a1l purchases of wheal
fiour must carry with them an equal|
amount of substitutes

In & telsgram to the food adosine
istration at the capitol yesterday, Mr.
Hoover emphasized the need of a
more abundant meal with meat for s/
luss abundant wheat meal, adhering, )
howaver. to the beefless and porkiess
Tuesdays

'PAY HALF WAGE
FOR THEIR FOOD

Washingtong, March B8—The serl-
pusness of the cost of living problem
in Germany s shown In figures an-
nounced today by the department of
labor which state that §2.14 per cent
of the average German family's ex-

 penditures is pald fer food.

POLICEWOMEN
APPOINTED TO
SPY OVER CAMPS

Washington, March 9 — The War
Depariment has established & woman
police force. With more than a mil-
lion and & half men already in khaki,
and millions more awaiting the cull to
the colors, the department has turned
to the so-called weaker sex for assist-
ance in disposing of a vital wartime
problem.

Thousands of young women have
gone to the vicinity of the millary
camps. To see that these girls aro
protected from dangers, the depari-
ment's Commission on Training Camp
Activities has appointed 55 women
deputy sheriffs to do scouting and pa-
trol work. In all parts of the country
the women are on duty under the su-
pervision of especially established
Girls'’ Protective Bureaus.

Girls actpally resident in the vi-
elnity of the camps are protected.
Runaways are restored to their par-
ents, and amusement places are scru-
tinized carefully. Tha work offers an
epportunity for the officer to exercise
discretion, sympathy, and a knowl-
edge of human nature that particu-
larly are her own.

These women are tralned socio-
logical workers and so peculiarly
equipped for efficlent service. Their
duties are intensely personal in char-
acter and are concerned chiefly with
individuals, Although co-operating
closely with the military authorities
and loeal police, they wear no uni-
form, badge or distinguishing mark
of any kind.

“Often,” says Miss Maude Miner,
chairman of the Commities on Pro-
tective Worlg for Girls, “the women
protective officers find girls in the vi-
cinity of the camps who are attracted
by the presence of the uniform. Some
of thess are girls who have answered
advertisements and who arrive in
camp cities with insufliclent funds:
others are runaways from their homes
in nearby cities and country towns. A
gir] resident of the town, who is dis-
posed to resist discipline, is taken to
her home by the woman officer and
her mother warned of her danger. The
officers also visit nearby amusement
placez to dlzcover young girls who
g2em to need pxotection and to see
that local ordinances are gbeyed.

'KEEP TABS ON

INCOMING SUGAR

Hartford, Conn.. March 9—To pro-
cuare a more intelligent é&istribution
of sugar’in the month to come the
federal food administration will have
fr formation from the sugar refiners
as to shipments into this state, This
end was sought =Tome months agc
bnt the refiners could not find out to
whom sugpr was consigned and th-

quantitiss In & message from
‘Washington vesterday, Mr., Scoville
the food administrator, is informed

that heraafter the refineries will sand

| & fist daily of all sUSar consignments

into Connecticut, Wilh the name of
th erecelver.

BRITISH CROWD
CHEERS AMERICA

London, Friday, March $— The war
bond campaizn was featured vester-
8ay by the presence in London of
Vice Admirsl Sims, chief of American
operations in the War rone, Accom-
panied by several members of his
Staff, Admira! Sims launched in Foun-
tain Pond in the shadow of the Nel-
son mowument in Trafaizar square
models of warships. A huge crowd
cheered for the TUnited States and

Great Britain. y

185 CAULKERS
DELAY 50 SHIPS
IN PUGET YARDS

Washington, March 3—With high
officinls of the Allies and the United
States impressing more and more the
absolute need of ships to make possi-
ble the Amerlean military offensive in
Europe, the shipbullding program
has encountered another serious delay
through the unwillingness of a small
group of organized Jaboring men to
give a full measure of co-operation
in speeding up production:

It was discloged yesterday thar a
number of wooden ships on the Pa-
cific coest are ready for lounching
and are being held on the ways be-
cause they cannot be caulked for the
water. In the Seattle or Puget Sound
district a union of 185 caullkers has
refused to permit apprentices to work
with the men, and have paid no heed
to insistence that the union be In-
creased to meet the situation which
demands at least 600 caulkers.

Appeals to Willlam L. Hulcheson,
leader of the United Brotherhood of
Cnrppnlers‘ by the SBhipping Board for
ald have brought the response that
while the Carpenters’ unlon has
greatly needed men listed and ready
for this work, that the corganization
feels it must reach an understanding
on demands made for representation
on the Labor Adjustment Board of
the Emergency Fleet Corporation lfe-
fore it will he free to act.

These caulkers are gelting a base
pay now of §7 a4 day for eight hours
a2nd time and a half for evertime.
Their average |s said to be §10 a day,
and they are insisting on overtime as
n condition of employment, and in ad-
dition have asked a base pay of $10
o day for an eight hour day.

The Shipping Board and Emergency
lee Corporation have appealed to
the Puget Sound caulkers in vain, and
officials are preparing to advertise
for patriotic unmion men to go to the
yards. This procedure has been held
up for days in an effort to avold an
open rupture with the caulkers’ orga-
nization in this district, There, how-
ever, seems no other solution.

Samuel Gompers, president of the
American Federation of Labor, and a
lnrge majority of other high officials
of the Federation and the big Interna-
tlonal unions are deing all In their
power to speed shipbuilding, but a
number of groups are obdurate, The
canlkers are affiliated with the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join-
ers,

There are 2256 wooden ships building
on the Pacific coast it was snid by
Shipping Board oficials today and
there is sufficient timber and other
materinls now availuble «to increase
the number to 400 if Ilabor were
aviilable. Instead of making this in-
erease, howaver, it seems the number
now under construction moy have o
be cut cown unless the labor question
can be settled.

¥ifty of the coast vessels could be
put in the water in March_ it is said,
if caolkers were available to finish the
geams on time.

Officials here, however, are despair-
ing of gotting them In the water for at
least another month.

In an endeavor to enlist the aid of
the Puget Sound District union, Wil-
linm Piggott, disiriet manager of the
Senttle (disiriet for the Emergency
Fleet Corporation, sent this letter to O.
H. Brown, president of the unlon:

“Pear BSir—We beg (o call your
earnest and patriotle attention to the
yvary serious conditions which have
prevafled In this district for the last 80
days,which conditions are now becom-
ing more serious than ever because of
the fact therp is not a sufficient num-
ber of caunikers in the northwest ta fin-
ish thes wood ships now under con-
| struction and those that must be com-
pleted lnter in order to win the war.

“The wood shipbuflding program of
the Emerzency Flest Ourporation ealls
for at least 142 ships to be launchad
between now and the end of Decem-
ber, 1918, and at least 100 more a9
repidly 28 they can Dhe bullt, This
extensive program during this time
when the pneesd for ships imperative
is progressing as satisfactorily as can
be expectsd for the ecaulking,

“It is sstimated that it will fake ap-
proximately 1000 man=days to caulk
ong vessel or a total of 162,000 man-
daya to caulk all the wessels which
must be put into the water before
|Jsmilzir)‘ 1. 1918, Figuring approxi-
\mutely 370 working days left In this
|}'ear and dividing this into the total of
162,000 means that approximately 600
caulkers will be needed to do this wor™
and this does not take into considern-
ion mecessary repair work.

“There been many discussions
Felween shipbuiiders and the caulk-
¢r8' organization in rezard to the ab-
selute pecessity for more caulkers.
Little, however, up to the present
times has been nccomplished and the
result is that we have many ships
row ready to launch which are beiny
held on the ways to be caulked and
the situation daily 1a growing worse,

*“While we have had plenty of evi-
dence of the fact that the shipbuild-
ing program iz being delayved for want
of caulkers, action has baen deferrel
in the hope thot yourself and the
wood shipbullders would be able ta
work out a satisfactory solution.

“In the mneantime overtime work
has been not only necessary but A
| eondition has arisen whercby overtime
o has been insisted upon by eaulk-
ers as condition of employment, it is
recognized that (his is a time when
every man must and will have to do
more than he would in pDormal
timesn,

“It has been shown, however, both
in this country and abrosad that ex-
cessively long hoors undermine the
| health of the workers and decreass
their efficiency in the long run. For
these reasons organized labor ‘has
censisiently contended for the estab-
lishment of an eight hour day.

“This excess overiime, which has
been insisted upon by the caulkers as
well as the fact that their wages have
been increased untfl they are out of
proporiion to those of other skilled
workers. has occasioned a consider-
able amount of unrest in connectiop
with the building of wood ships,

“As we understand it the total
number of caulkers now connected
with your organization 1Is approxi.
mately 185. There is nothing that
can be done to relieve the situation
a2xcept to increase the pressant nom-
ber of caulkers by at least 400 men.

“As every effort seems mow to have
been exhausted to gecure the imme-
diate relief which is necessary we have
arrived at & point where we cannot
wait longer and must tske action.
Action on our part has been posipon-
{ad with the desire not to precipitate

|

matters in any way which would bed

REPELLED

ROUTS FORTY BOCHE

WITH LOSS

ER LOSSES—HUNS

GEGIL DECLARES
FEAR FOR SIBERIA
- IN THE FUTURE

London, March 9 — Lord Robert
Cecil, Minister of Blockade, {n a
statement, yesterday pointed out the
serlousness of the German menace in
Siberia and urged Japanese interven-
tion there. Hpe added:

“We have information today that
German prisoners in Siberia are be-
ing organized and that & Prussian
general has been sent to take charge
of them."

In Trans-Caucasia, sald Lord Rob-
ert, certain elements of the Bolshe-
viki, acting in collusion with German
and Turkish agents, havé adopted
openly an anti-Entents attitude and
barred ont the Eritish mission which
was golng to help the Armeninns
They have cut British wire communi-
cations through nonth Persia with
Tifiis and south Russia.

Lord Roberts eald he had received
assurances that many Russians would
welcome a Japanese expadition to pre-
vent the Germanization of Efberin
He ndded:

“In fact, T cannat concelve any pa-
triotic Russian who would not profer
the assistance of a friendly power,
alming at the restoration of order, to
conquest by & ruthless and unprinei-
pled enemy.

‘““he Japanese alone oan aot of-
fectively in the present crisis, Tf they
ane intrusted by the allies with the
duty of going to the assistance of
Russin against Germany, 1 am sure
they will earry out the task with per-
fect loyalty and great efficiency.

“From tha outset of our alllnncs
with Japan she has carried out with
great fidality all her oblizatons ns an
ally. We alwayse have found her
scerupulously loyal in the performance
of her obligations

“I o not think it is generally rea-
lized how tremendously serious the
German penetration of Russin really
iz, or what a gigantic scheme of world
conquest the Germans now have un-
dertaken, It would be in the high-
est degree foolish, if not criminal, H
the Entente” failed to take avery step
poszible to frustrate this Germaon
schemo.

“Thercforns 1T personally believe we
would be well advised to seek the as-
pistance of Japan in a matter In
which she, and she alone, can do ef-
fective service.”

DECLARE THIRTY
CENT REDUCTION
IN COAL PRICES

Washington, March % —Regulations
designed to prevent coal hoarding and
at the same time insure tho filling of
houschold needs for next winter dur-
ing the summer months wers pub-
lished by the food administration to-
|day in anmouncing an average reduc-
Ition of 20 cends a ton in the retail
'price of anthracite cosl for domestic
use. The reduced price will apply for
six month period from April 1 to Sep~
| tember 1. )
| Although mo reduction in bitiminous
|conl wns made to consumers the fuel
| administration began a revision of
|s=nft coal pricss at the mines with the
liden of gpplying o new aeale before
the beginning of the coal year April L

The administration also ordered a
penalty reduction of 50 cents a ion in
|thc= price of coal which 1s found to
contnin o large percentage of impur-
ities.

100 SLAUGHTERED
IN MEXICAN RAID

Mexico City, March 95.:2—One hun-
dred persons were slaughtered by Zan-
pata’s men In their latest known Taid
on February 2, sccording to state-
ments made-by General Jose Cabrera.
Taking advantage of the smallness of
the garrison in the little town of Agua
Blanca, state of Mexico, a force of
Zapata adherents, estimated at 2.-
000 captured the place, killing 100
peaceful inhabitants &nd committing
every sort of an outrage upon the de-
fenseless men, women nnd children.
According to General Cabrera  he im-
mediately led a force of government
troops to Azua Blanca and routed the
rebels after inflicting serlous losses,
jeneral Cabrera, Is in command of
military operations in the sonthern
part of the state of Mexico.

WILSON APPROVES
SCHOOL GARDENS

—

washingtor, March & —President
Wilson, in a letter to SBecrelary Lane,
exprasses the hope thel “every school
»111 have a regiment in the volunteer
war garden army—the army of schoel
children.

annoying or irritating, either o the
caulkers or he shipbuilders, but with
the life of the nation at stake, as well
as the lives of thousands of our men
across the seas, we feel justified and
now find it necessary to definitely in-
struct all yvards now bullding wood
ships for the government to use such
men or such machinery as they deem
necessary to lasure all vessels being
canlked and put into the water on
contract time. TUnder such instruc-
tions every effort will be mfade to con-
tinue to work through your crganiza-
tion.

‘“We have attempted in this letter to
state the case very frankiy to you.
Your co-operation Is invited to make
it possible to laanch the maximum
Lnnmbcr of ships during thig/year."”

GERMAN RAIDING PARTY FLEES AS SINGLE
SOLDIFR KILLS LEADER, AND INFLICTS OTH-

ABANDONED GUNS.

With fhe American Army in
France, Thursday, March 7 —
(By the Associated Press) — A
lone American sentry this
morning attacked an enemy
patrol of aboul 40 men, soma
of whom had slealthily entered
an advanced American trench.
He drove them off, killing fhe
leader and wonrding others.

The first reports of the en-
counter were that another raid
had taken place, and all along
the line details were being
awaited eagerly. Eut investi-
galion showed that one Ameri-
can slarted what there was of
an offensive,

The name of this man is mentioned
in all reports of the affair, and he has
been congratulated by his cfllcers and
comrades for his, courage and level-
headednoss,

The sentry saw the petrol advanc-
ing, and looked on as ihe Germans
began to drop cautibusly inte the
trench. He knew that an American
patrol was out along the wive pot far
away, and counted upon is nelp af-
ter ha opened fire. There were four
mon in the Ameriesn patrol. By the
time flye Germans Yad enterdd the
trench the sontry thought he should
delay no longer, especinlly s the un-
der-vfficer who was leading the Ger-
mans had approached within 4 few
yards of him.

The sentry opened fre rapidly with-
out challenping. 7he (erman leadem
fell at the first crack of the rifle. The
others in the trench hurrisdly oemght
protection, but they werd Dot guick
erough, for the septry's bullets caught
some of them.

As the Americans began firing &
Germnan some distance outgide the
wire shouted: “Come out, ¢come out.™
The Germans needed no second invi-
tation. In fact, those who were still
in the wire nlready had started out,
The small American patrol saw the
enemy tralling back aecross Mo Man's
Land, under fAire from the-sentry and
from Americans at o point forther
along 1the Ine. The patrol joined in
the fray and helped 10 speed the Ger-
mans on their way by burling & large
number of band grenades, some of
which probably took effect. Four
rifles were found in the American
lines,

Patrols, both American and Ger-
man, are constantly seeking oppor-
tunity to Inspect the opposing lines,
and the Germans cn this otcaslon cere
tainly did not wish to be discovered.
They cut the American wire with the
greatest caution, making no nolse but
the sentry who later drove them off7
was watching thelr performance ail
\he time.

American troops in the ssctor north-~
west of Toul have besn subjsctad for
the first time to an attack with liquid
fire. Enemy iroops carrying fame
projectors were just opening the at-
tack when an American patrol which
happened to be nearby fired on them.
The German=z fled precipitately, pur-
sued by the Americans, They dropped
four project two of which wers
flaming. The Americans went into
action so quickly that the enemy had
no chanee to Heht the other two. No
damage was done by the flames. The
projectors: iiv in No Man's Land for
three days: Early this morning they
were brought in by an American pi-

TS,

trol. Al had been punctured by shota
from the Americon trenches.

Late this evening the projectors
were taken to headquarters. They
were strapped to the backs of tha
men who brought them from No
Man's Land, and moving pictures

were taken. They are of a type long
familinr on the western front.
Enemy snipers have been exocep-
tionally busy in the Iast 24 hours at
a certain peint, with more or less suc-

cest.  Viairlous paris of the American
sector were bombarded, without suf-
fering great damage. Many valpas

ble points in the German positions
were bombarded with success by the
American andllery. A zap in the wire
through which the Garmans spnar-
ently thought patrols were emeérging
was covered with bursts of machine
sun fire all night Jong, and even to-
dav,

An enemy observation dalloon in
she renr of Mon ¢ caught fre this
morning and was hauled down, Thera
was great activity in the ajr sll day,
foilowing the bombing expaditions of
Inst night, during which the Germans

threw down near towns behind tha
American lines bomls, aerial torpe-
does and heavy shells. They sat the

fuses and dropped them from theip
planes, but the only resalt wos to dig
large holes in the ground. 7
American anti-aireraft guns drove
|loff several enemy machines of ths
many which crossed the lines today.
Cne cnemy plane was driven down
out of control behind the German
line after anm aerinl battle which
thrilled the men in the trenches.

|ONLY INDIAN IN
U. S. NAVY WEDS

| Base American Flotiila
| Waters. March S—The
{blooded American ITndian m the Uni-
ted Statés naval forces over here has
ust] been married. He is Frank M.
Puryvear, seaman, gunner’s class, and
hails from Villanow, Georgin. While
his destroyer was visiting at an Eng-
lish port he mei Dorothby Hapton of
Newport, Engiand. Their marriage
was not long delayed.

in British

only [full-

Puryear’ is a Chergkes Indian and
a direct descendant from tribe
which formerly rommed he

it of

ern plaine en the Mi
such he still has 3 claim to particly

in the funds arising from puyments
made by the United States govern-
ment to the Cherokees for lands in-
vaded by the white man. Puryear
holds a deed to certain property rights
an a member of the Cherckasa




